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RIDLEY-THOMAS URGES EVALUATION OF
HEALTH TASK FORCE'S REPORT

Report includes recommendations to strengthen Los Angeles County Health Net

LOS ANGELES -- Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas today directed county officials to
review a report by the L.A. Healthcare Options Task Force and make recommendations to
strengthen the quality of health for residents of the County, including those residing in the

region that will be served by the new Martin Luther King, Jr. Hospital.

The task force, created in October 2008 by The California Endowment, includes
stakeholders representing hospitals, physicians, health advocates, organized labor and the
business community. Its mandate was to develop a vision and recommendations for

achieving a high quality integrated safety net healthcare delivery system in the County.

Supervisor Ridley-Thomas joined representatives of the Task Force at a news conference
before today’s Board meeting to release the report, entitled “Achieving the Vision: Healthcare

Options for Los Angeles.”

The report presents a vision for a high-quality, financially sound public safety-net
healthcare delivery system supported by public-private partnerships, including

recommendations for turning the vision into a reality.



The Supervisor later directed the County’s Chief Executive Officer to work with the Acting
Director of Health Services to review the report and issue their recommendations to Board in
60 days.

‘I commend the Los Angeles Healthcare Options Taskforce for the development of this
comprehensive vision for transforming the Los Angeles County health care safety-net
system,” Supervisor Ridley-Thomas said. “We should carefully examine how the

recommendations in the report should be implemented.”

The report presents analytical findings and recommendations for improving the quality
and financial sustainability of the County’s public sector healthcare delivery system. It
identifies four categories for improving the healthcare system in Los Angeles, including

guality care delivery, finance, information technology and governance and management.

The report includes a focus on South Los Angeles and the proposed opening of a new
Martin Luther King Jr. Hospital. It commends the partnership involving Los Angeles County,
the University of California and the State of California to create a new publicly-funded private

hospital to replace the old Martin Luther King Hospital.

It also provides recommendations on how the County can ensure the new hospital’'s
success by better integrating its in-patient, ambulatory and emergency services into a larger

network of regional health care.
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